[Centenary of the Health Council of the Netherlands. I. Introduction].
The Health Council of the Netherlands [Dutch name: Gezondheidsraad] is an independent, statutory advisory body whose task is to inform the Dutch government on the current level of knowledge with respect to public health issues. Its work covers the entire terrain of curative and preventive healthcare, environmental protection, nutrition, occupational hygiene and environmental hygiene. The Health Council has existed in one form or another since 1 August 1902. Its present form was established by the 1956 Health Act, which was amended in 1997. To perform its task, the Health Council brings together multidisciplinary committees of leading experts--nominated in a personal capacity--on specific topics both at the government's request and on its own initiative. About thirty committees are operative at any one time. The Health Council has published more than 2000 advisory reports during its 100 years of existence.